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8/20/09

Dear Governor Baldacci,

We are writing about our concerns of the DEIS of the ANG’s CONDOR MOA specifically the poor notification procedure.  On 7/18 we emailed a letter to Col. Donald McCormack requesting an extension of the public comment period  and c.c.’d. a copy to you, via David Farmer. The justification for that request is stated below. We would greatly appreciate your consideration of the facts and your support in requesting a time extension to allow proper public review of the issue.

Recently, Kat Fuller of MDOT received a letter from Jason Willey of ERM (Environmental Resources Management).  He noted that there had been two Public Notices, both in the Maine Sunday Telegram. (Attached)  The first one on June 21, 09 was a Notice of Intent and the last paragraph noted that written comments would be accepted until Oct. 1, ’09.  The second Public Notice, on Aug. 9th announced the release of the Draft EIS and a public hearing. NO date was provided. Further, the EIS was sent to very few libraries, and not to important ones, notably Farmington that is the hub of Franklin County and also where the proposed Hearing is to be held.

According to FAA regulations. 1050.IE, Section 209c, announcements should be in “local, general circulation newspapers.”  Both of these notices appeared only in the Maine Sunday Telegram. However, the Condor MOA affects Oxford, Franklin, Somerset and Piscataquis counties. The Maine Sunday Telegram is not “local” to those affected areas of Western Maine. 

Our concern is that the deadline for public comments is 45 days from the date of the Notice to the public that the EIS has been released, which brings the deadline to Sept. 21. Since it was published with no dates included, and only in the Maine Sunday Telegram and a couple of libraries, citizens of affected counties are NOT being properly notified and informed on the issue, the process or the event dates.

We request at minimum a 45 day public comment period to commence after EIS availability notice is published in newspapers and media in the affected area. On behalf of the citizens of Maine we urge you to press for this request.

Please inform us of what actions you take in response to our concerns and request.

We appreciate your attention to this matter.

                    Sincerely,

                    Emily Ecker    eecker@gmail.com

                   Western Maine Matters.

Encl.:           Emails from Jason Willey


        Notices - June 21, Aug. 9

Emails from Jason Willey indicating that Notices were only posted in the Maine Sunday Telegram:

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Jason Willey <Jason.Willey@erm.com>

Date: Mon, Aug 17, 2009 at 3:34 PM

Subject: RE: CONDOR release of information

To: Emily Ecker <eecker@gmail.com>

Cc: "Lippert, Stephen R Maj USAF ANG NGB/A7C" <Stephen.Lippert@ang.af.mil>

Ms. Ecker,

 The Notice of Intent (essentially the announcement that the ANG was going to prepare the EIS) appeared on June 21.  

I've attached a photocopy of the page with the NOI to this email as you requested.  It's toward the left of the page.

 The Notice of Availability, which announced that the draft EIS was available for public review, appeared on August 9.

Best regards,

Jason Willey

ERM

200 Harry S Truman Pkwy

Suite 400

Annapolis MD 21401

(410) 266 0006 office

(410) 991 1866 mobile

From: Jason Willey [mailto:Jason.Willey@erm.com]

Sent: Monday, August 17, 2009 11:22 AM

To: Fuller, Kat

Cc: Lippert, Stephen R Maj USAF ANG NGB/A7C

Subject: RE: Condor Update (See change) (UNCLASSIFIED)

Kat, thanks for the heads up on the papers.  We have been publishing

notices in the Maine Sunday Telegram, which we understand to be the

Sunday edition of the Portland Press Herald.  We thought the Sunday

edition of a daily paper would reach the widest possible readership.

Any reason in your view that this wouldn't work going forward?

Thanks

Jason Willey

ERM

200 Harry S Truman Pkwy

Suite 400

Annapolis MD 21401

(410) 266 0006 office

(410) 991 1866 mobile

