NEPA- National Environmental Policy Act (regulates an EIS)
Copied from “A Citizen’s Guide to NEPA”: 

<http://gc.energy.gov/NEPA/nepa_documents/TOOLS/GUIDANCE/Volume1/1502.htm#1502.13>

The identification and evaluation of alternative ways of meeting the purpose and need of the proposed action is the heart of the NEPA analysis.  The lead agency or agencies must, “objectively evaluate all reasonable alternatives, and for alternatives which were eliminated from detailed study, briefly discuss the reasons for their having been 
eliminated.”31  Reasonable alternatives are those that substantially meet the agency’s purpose and need.  If the agency is considering an application for a permit or other federal approval, the agency must still consider all reasonable alternatives.  Reasonable alternatives include those that are practical or feasible from the technical and economic standpoint and using common sense, rather than simply desirable from the standpoint of the applicant.  Agencies are obligated to evaluate all reasonable alternatives or a range of reasonable alternatives in enough detail so that a reader can compare and contrast the 
environmental effects of the various alternatives. 

Copied from Council of Environmental Quality (CEQ) Environmental Impact Statement: 

<http://gc.energy.gov/NEPA/nepa_documents/TOOLS/GUIDANCE/Volume1/1502.htm#1502.1>

Sec. 1502.1 Purpose.
The primary purpose of an environmental impact statement is to serve as an action-forcing device to insure that the policies and goals defined in the Act are infused into the ongoing programs and actions of the Federal Government. It shall provide full and fair discussion of significant environmental impacts and shall inform decision makers and the public of the reasonable alternatives which would avoid or minimize adverse impacts or enhance the quality of the human environment. Agencies shall focus on significant environmental issues and alternatives and shall reduce paperwork and the accumulation of extraneous background data.

Sec. 1502.2 Implementation.
(d) Environmental impact statements shall state how alternatives considered in it and decisions based on it will or will not achieve the requirements of sections 101 and 102(1) of the Act and other environmental laws and policies.

(g) Environmental impact statements shall serve as the means of assessing the environmental impact of proposed agency actions, rather than justifying decisions already made.

Sec. 1502.4 Major Federal actions requiring the preparation of environmental impact statements.
By stage of technological development including federal or federally assisted research, development or demonstration programs for new technologies which, if applied, could significantly affect the quality of the human environment.
